Psychosocial transitions and the family's work in adjusting to cancer.
The family, not just the patient, experiences and attempts to understand the meaning of cancer. The family's adjustment to cancer involves moving through psychosocial transitions in ways that facilitate the meaning of the experience; that maintain the family's ongoing functions; that respond to the illness-related demands; that maintain the self-esteem of the family members; and that foster new arrangements and relationships in the family that are responsive to the contingencies of the illness.